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Overview

• State Action: Where do we stand?

• It‟s Happening to U.S. Too!

• Facts about Current States
– California

– Maine

– Maryland

– Washington

– Minnesota

• Observations/Outlook



Where Do 
We Stand?

• Ten programs with mandatory financing
– CA, ME, MD, MN, NC, OR, TX, WA
üAR (often overlooked)

– 95 million US residents 
or 32% of US population

• Upcoming disposal bans

– NH, RI, AR



WEEE Have An 

Issue Here Too!
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Product Scope By State

Desktops, 
Laptops (over 4 inch),
TVs (over 4 inch), 
Monitors (over 4 inch)

Laptops, 
TVs (over 9 inch), 
Monitors (over 9 inch)

Desktops, 
Laptops, 
TVs (over 4 inch), 
Monitors (over 4 inch)

TVs with exclusions (over 
4 inch), 
Monitors (over 4 inch), 
Laptops (over 4 inch)

TVs (over 4 inch), 
Monitors (over 4 inch), 
Laptops (over 4 inch)

Desktops, monitors, laptops

Desktops, monitors, laptops, keyboard, mice, and other peripheral 

equipment (excluding printers)

“*Product scope for MD and MN 
includes products triggering a 
manufacturer obligation to 
participate in the program.



Adding Covered Entities
Our Patchwork Quilt:

Can you find two that match?!!

-Households
-Small Businesses
-Non-Profits
-Any Entity w/ 
Fewer Than 
7 Devices

-Households
-Small Governments
-Small Businesses
-School Districts
-Charities

Households Only

Consumers Only (Who Use 
Computer 
Equipment for Home or 
Home Business Use)

Any Entity



More Patches: Financing

ARF - Electronic Waste 

Recycling Fee, assessed on 

the sale of  covered 

electronic products

FEE - Manufacturer 

Annual Registration Fees 

(can be significantly reduced 

by establishing an approved  

take-back program)

SHARE - Manufacturers 

must finance a program to 

collect & recycle their brand’s 

share of  covered products, 

either collectively or 

independently 
(Oregonõs collective program is managed by the 

state DEQ, WAõs collective program is run 

by a manufacturer-managed authority.)

LBS. SOLD
Manufacturer pays registration 

fee and for collection and 

recycling of  covered electronic 

devices based on their yearly 

sales to households

RETURNS 1 - Manufacturers must develop and implement their own recycling programs for their 

own returned products (TX requires program to collect from consumers, NC requires program to collect 

from collectors).

RETURNS 2 - Manufacturers pay for transportation and recycling of  their own branded products 

collected by others plus a pro rata share of  all orphan products

ARF

FEE

SHARE

SHARE

RETURNS1 RETURNS1

RETURNS2
LBS. 

SOLD



• Maine and Minnesota both allow non-brand owners to claim

responsibility for brands
• Washington and Maryland requires “brand owner”to be 
responsible for that brand 
• Oregon allows only brand owner or licensee to be 
“manufacturer”
• Maine and Washington cover historic producers, even if      
no longer in that product market

Still More Patches: 
Manufacturer 
Definitions



Same Brand, 
Different 

y.@MTE@BSTQDQx
• Barbie Brand TVs

– Registered by Mattel, Inc. in WA and Emerson Radio 
Consumer Products in ME and MN 

• Sponge Bob Squarepants TVs
– Registered by Nickelodeon in WA, Emerson Radio 

Consumer Products in ME and Imation Corp. in MN

• Disney TVs
– Registered by Disney Computer Products, Inc. in WA and 

MemCorp, Inc. in ME

Challenge: Recycling responsibility sometimes on 
brand “licensees”  sometimes “licensors”



State Implementation Status

Info Tracked and Available at:

www.ecyclingresource.org



CA Fee 
Implementation 

• 62,000 retailer accounts; 31,000 locations registered 
to collect fee
– 17,800 active accounts, representing 26,600 locations

• 90% of fees from 300 large retailers filing monthly; 
8-9,000 active quarterly filers

Fee Revenue:
• FY 04-05:  $31 Million
• FY 05-06: $78 Million
• FY 06-07: $79 Million



• Approved Collectors: 630

• Approved Recyclers: 63 (some dual collectors)

• 2005: Claims approved for payment: $31 million 
or 65 m lbs

• 2006: Claims approved for payment: $60 million 
or 125 m lbs

• 2007: 72 million lbs claimed thru Q2

As of  October 2007

CA Law 
Implementation 



Maine Law
Implementation

• Began 1/18/06, 2006 Results:
– 3.9 million lbs collected, over 70% wt from TVs

• Costs to manufacturers ~$750,000*

– 132 Orphan Brands returned
• 4.9% total wt, 2.1% of TVs, 13.1% of monitors

– 213 Claimed brands returned
• 94.3% total wt, 97% of TVs, 85% of monitors

– 115 manufacturers had claimed brands returned, 
billed by consolidators



Maine Law
Implementation

• 6 consolidators approved for 2007, 4 collected in 2006

– Uniwaste 95% of wt, Onyx next at 2.5%

• Brands and Manufacturers currently registered

– 377 unique brands claimed by 164 manufacturers

• 169 claimed brands, 48 manufacturers did not appear in waste stream 

– 187 unique orphan brands

– Over 500 brands identified but no manufacturer, not yet in 

ME waste

• If not registering, and brands show up or being 

sold….



Maine 
DO NOT SELL

ÅAs of  10-9-07:
ï25 manufacturers and 38 brands banned from sale

ÅExample brands:
ïBroksonic, CTX, Sabre, Smith Corona, Systemax

Available at ME DEP website:

http://www.maine.gov/dep/rwm/ewaste/pdf/donotsell.pdf



Maryland 

Recycling Law

• Amended in 2007 to cover TVs in 2008
– Initial Registration fee now $10,000 

• Registration money into state recycling trust fund
– Used to provide collection/recycling grants to local gov‟ts

– $190k dispersed to 14 counties and 4 municipalities with „07 fees 

– First year no grants, funds used for education campaign/survey

– Funds can now carry over until $2 million threshold

• Registered Manufacturers as of 7/13/07:
– 50 Companies for 2006

– 37 Companies for 2007 (80 brands) –13 companies decide to not 
re-register!



Maryland 
Recycling Law

Companies registered in 2006 but not in 2007!

Acer America 

Corporation (Acer)

American Power 

Conversion 

Corporation (APC, 

InfraStruXure)

AOpen America 

Inc. (AOpen)

Averatec Inc. 

(Averatec)

Aydin Displays 

Inc. - Division of 

Video Display 

Corp. (Aydin)

Gvision (Gvision, 

Kogi)

Itronix Corporation 

(GoBook)

Microtek Lab Inc. 

(Microtek)

Philips Consumer 

Electronics 

(Philips, 

Magnavox)

Posiflex Business 

Machines 

(Posiflex)

Princeton Digital 

(USA) Corp. 

(Princeton)

Sun Microsystems, 

Inc. (Sun 

Microsystems)

Tatung 

Company 

(Tatung)



Å254 unique registered brands 

Å183 unique manufacturers

Å8 manufacturers currently “in violation”

Å1228 orphan brands 

Å87 manufacturer with 2009 return shares (5 over 5%, 

26 over 1% share)

WA Registrations



Washington MMFA 

• Materials Management and Financing Authority Board

– Current Board Members for 2007: Apple, Deer Park Computer 
Sales and Service, Dell, Lenovo, LG, Samsung, Wal-Mart, 
CTL

– Authority responsible for “Standard Plan,” certain manuf. 
must participate (not eligible for independent plan)

• Initial challenges for WMMFA

– Public vs private entity? Subject to open meetings? Getting 
help for writing and implementing plan?

– Loan from state approved for startup costs, billing 
manufacturers starts in 2008

• Standard and Independent Plans due Feb 2008



As of  10/15:

•101 brands registered from 51 manufacturers

•Some manufacturers recycling to meet lbs sold 

requirements

•New online pounds posting system to match 

recycled pounds with manufacturers

MN Registrations



How Are 
They Faring?

• California:

Ç1.79 lbs/capita in 2005 or 65 million lbs

Ç3.5 lbs/capita in 2006 or 128 million lbs

• Maine:

Ç3.1 lbs/capita in 2006, 3.85 million lbs

• Maryland:

Ç[1.2 lbs/capita in 2006, 6.2 million lbs] not program stats
ÇUsed registration fees for education in 2006



Administration
$NRSR NQ '5&½R

• California: Total gov‟t admin costs thru FY 05-06 
$11.6 million
ï10.9% of fees collected

ïFee collection admin down for 06-07

• Maine: 2.5 FTE‟s

• Maryland: 0.5-.75 FTE

• North Carolina: 2-3 FTEs

• Oregon: 2.75 FTEs /~ $280k per year

• Washington: $475k first year, $221,500 for 2008
– Top 3 manufacturers pay $35k in 2008



Trends

• Collection volumes rising (CA revenue = payments)

• Many recyclers, but smaller number with large 

volumes

• Many manufacturers registered, but more 

unaware/non-compliant

– How will new systems track business changes over time?

– 300 manufacturers and counting!

• Still only two states with hard data to compare!



Thank You!

Jason Linnell, NCER

Phone: (304) 699-1008

jlinnell@electronicsrecycling.org 

Visit us on the web: www.ncerwv.org

And www.ecyclingresource.org  


